Lake, Habitat and Fisheries Committee Minutes

March 7, 2023
Present:          




 
 Absent:

                          Brad McClatchey 
Greg Page
Paul Warner                                                      
Paul Tranisi                                                                                                 
                                                                                            Russ Parmer –Board Rep                                                              

                          Dob Neuhaus                    
             Jim Wieringa                                                              
             Dan O’Brien


OLD BUSINESS
  
Fish stocking update: 
A private donation of $1000 was offered to the Committee to stock Muskie for the 4th time but only if the Committee was willing to match the $1000.  The committee voted 4-3 against the idea of matching the funds.  After our February meeting, The Fishing Club voted that they would be willing to match the $1000.  After discussion, the Committee voted 4-3 in favor of supporting the Fishing Club match.


NEW BUSINESS 
The committee was unaware but recently informed that the Board has made some decisions regarding a gate at the boat as well as extending the length of the docks. The committee discussed this and is frustrated that we were not brought into the loop on these decisions.  We clearly feel both items fall under our committee’s scope and we should have been included in the decision-making process. Over the past 5-10 years, we have done a lot of research on Zebra Mussels and presented potential options to the Board, one which included a gate at the ramp which was, at that time, denied. 
Committee would like to remind all residents/members as well as BLA employees responsible for registering boats/vessels,  anyone who is registering a boat/vessel at beaver lake that is NOT a Nebraska registered vessel, must purchase a AIS Stamp from the NE Game and Parks.  This AIS stamp must be affixed to your boat/vessel before obtaining a BLA sticker.  

How to purchase:  http://outdoornebraska.gov/aisstamp/
Cost is $15 and must be purchased annually.  
Nebraska residents with a NE registered vessel do not need to purchase a stamp, the AIS fee if included when you register your vessel.  Non-residents: The AIS Stamp can be purchased online through our permit system. Select “Non-Resident Boat AIS Stamp” at the bottom of the permit system page. A temporary stamp may be purchased at some state parks and recreation areas.
Fish Stocking 5 yr plan.  The committee discussed a 5-year plan for fish stocking.  We will continue to stock 3 main species of fish in the lake to include:  Wiper, Walleye, and Smallmouth Bass.  The committee has decided to discontinue stocking Yellow Perch due to the lack of success over the past 7 years.  We realize this can be adjusted yearly as situations change based off the creel reports.  We will also continue to consider allocating money to Catfish and Muskie on a 4/5-year basis based off the creel reports. 

Adjourned:  8:00 pm.                                                 
Next meeting 7:00 pm on Tuesday April 11th, 2023.
