Lake, Habitat and Fisheries Committee Minutes

December 10, 2024
Present:
             




 
             
Absent:
                          Brad McClatchey
               
Greg Page





         

Paul Warner                                                                                                        

                          Paul Tranisi                                                                                                 

                          






Russ Parmer – board rep                                                              

                          Dob Neuhaus                    

             Tim Thomas                                                            
            
Dan O’Brien


OLD BUSINESS

**Motion by Paul, second by Tim:  Do not make any changes to the handbook regarding who is able to operate watercraft. 
Yes: 4
No: 1
Pass
The committee has discussed potentially changing the rule on who is able to operate watercraft. We feel the way the handbook is written should remain as it is, and no changes be made at this time.  
**Motion by Paul, second by Tim:  Eliminate the weight restrictions on surf boats.  Maintain a 22” max length. 
Yes: 5 
No: 0
Unanimous pass
The committee discussed the current weight limits/restrictions for surf boats, and we do not feel like the weight restrictions need to be in place.  We have had good discussions with two local boat dealers and have obtained some valuable information to help us make this recommendation.  We feel like this will help Security with enforcement and the boat approval process, along with making it easier for residents who are looking to purchase new boats. We do not feel this will have a negative impact on the lake or shorelines/docks/lifts.  This is something we would evaluate annually and if there appears to be an issue or problem, we make the necessary changes.  


NEW BUSINESS
The committee has worked with Reba and security personnel regarding the Zebra Mussel/Safety test and have revamped it and changed the title to: Beaver Lake Water Safety Exam.  

The Committee is submitting a DCF to change the wording in the handbook regarding the Zebra Mussel Exam to Water Safety Exam.
The committee had obtained information about HPAI which is a fancy acronym for “Bird Flu”.  There have been cases identified at Copper Dollar Cove where Canada Geese have died.  The committee called the NE Game and Parks, and they confirmed that there is an outbreak being monitored. They advised the committee to take the following action:  If Geese or other birds/animals are found dead and believed to have HPAI, we are to dispose of them by double bagging, wearing gloves and protective covering over your face. They would like to be notified of any potential cases we come across but do not need to get involved unless there is a large/substantial number. (100+) We feel residents should call the office to report any suspicious cases and the office can communicate this with our committee chair.  We have two names at the NE G&Ps that we can report to.  
Adjourned:  9:00 pm. 

Next meeting 7:00 pm on Tuesday January 14th 7pm.
