Fall 2010 Newsletter Articles
The articles at the icons below were included in the newsletter.  Please double click the icon to read the article. 
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CHILDREN’S ANNUAL HALLOWEEN PARTY


WHEN:  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2010


WHERE:  BEAVER LAKE CLUBHOUSE


TIME:  6:00 P.M. (LASTING APPROX. 2 TO 2 ½ HOURS)


FOR:  RESIDENTS AND LOT OWNERS’ CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN (THROUGH AGE – 12 IF OLDER, THEIR HELP APPRECIATED)


PLEASE COME IN COSTUME


ADMISSION:  1 BAG OF CANDY PER CHILD


GAMES----PRIZES---FUN----AND TREATS


(THIS PARTY REPLACES THE REGULAR TRICK OR TREATING IN THE LAKE AREA)


QUESTIONS:  CALL   DEANNA (DEE) SPREITZER OR RICK CROASDALE


P.S.  WE DO NEED HELPERS



MEN---WOMEN---TEENAGERS


PLEASE CALL TO HELP----THANK YOU!
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FISHING CLUB NEWS – FALL 2010

I would like to thank everyone who helped put on another very successful Kid’s Fishing Derby this year.  This event would not be possible without the efforts of the men and women of the Fishing Club and I cannot thank them enough.  It is also very rewarding to see how many of the local merchants were willing to generously donate to this worthy cause as well.  Please don’t forget to thank them when you do business with them because without them we would not be able to fund these events.  We had a very good turnout this year as 81 young anglers signed up to catch fish, enjoy a gourmet meal (hotdogs) and have a chance at a trophy.  It is my pleasure to congratulate this year’s trophy winners.


1st place – Louie Caniglia


2nd place – Clancy Kotschwar


3rd place – Tie – used the big fish to break the tie and determine trophy winner.



Trophy winner – Maddy Hiatt



Consolation prize – Celeste Caniglia


Biggest Fish – Shane Kielian


Please mark December 5 on your calendars and join us at our annual membership drive/ pancake feed at the Clubhouse from 8:00am to 1:00pm.  Freewill donations accepted.


Dan O’Brien – President


9501 Eagle Ct


235-3371


dtobrien@windstream.net
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2010 Beaver Lake Beach Party

Fundraiser for Murray Volunteer Fire & Rescue


Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You!

Thank you to all who attended the Third Annual Beaver Lake Beach Party Fundraiser for the Murray Volunteer Fire and Rescue Unit.  We had a beautiful evening, first-rate music, an enjoyable raffle, and plenty of food, drinks, and fun!  The community came out in force for the fundraiser and together we raised almost $4000!  What a success!  We are so lucky to live in a community like Beaver Lake that comes together for a wonderful cause.  Thanks also to Karen Kielian for co-hosting and providing the band again this year.


We plan to see you all again next year!

The Beaver Lake Association would like to thank the following businesses for their donations to our raffle:


Lake Ridge Golf Course


Mr. Landscape


Bomgaars


Dairy Queen


Murray Building & Supply


No Frills Supermarket


Pizza Hut


UPS


Schwans


Crowin’ Country Sampler


A&M Green Power


Husker Hounds


Beaver Lake Marina


Amy Tegels / Plattsmouth Urgent Care


The Beaver Lake Association would like to thank the following businesses for donations of food, ice, etc.:


75 Mart


Beaver Lake BP


Beaver Lake Liquor


CBS Home Mortgage


Nebraska Title Company


No Frills Supermarket 
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NO ICE IS SAFE

This is an early reminder of the winter conditions coming at us. As you enjoy the winter activities please remember that ice depths can vary all around the lake. When you go out on the ice you are at your own risk. Think ahead and tell someone where you are going or maybe have a friend in the area keep an eye out. Open water areas are very dangerous and usually indicate thin ice. Please avoid these areas and go home safe. The association staff does not monitor ice depths so please do not ask any staff for recommendations on ice depth or conditions. All you may hear from us is that “No ice is safe”. We hope you have a great fall and winter and keep this information in mind.
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Summer Recap at the Clubhouse

Another summer has come and gone here at Beaver Lake. I guess time flies when you’re having fun. During the summer we had good crowds here at the clubhouse area. All 3 pavilions were in use all summer long and everyone was able to enjoy themselves and have a picnic in a shaded area. We hope that everyone enjoyed using them.

The pool was also very busy throughout the summer with many days that were close to or at capacity. We also had many pool rentals after hours that went very well. I would like to thank the lifeguards for their diligence during the hot weather to keep everyone safe at the pool. The pool is open every summer through Labor Day. Having the pool open through Labor Day allows more property owners to enjoy, when other pools across the state are closed two to three weeks earlier. If you have any suggestions for the pool area please drop us a note and it will be considered for the future.

This summer we hope you had the opportunity to visit the snack shack (Coconuts). It was operated by Beaver Lake staff who did a wonderful job serving our public. We hope you enjoyed the convenience of the service as well as the variety of food made available. Please remember next summer to visit the Coconuts for your meals. That way you don’t have to worry about packing a cooler to keep the kids fed. If you have any suggestions for the Coconuts, please let us know.

The clubhouse was also very busy this summer with rentals. We had a couple wedding receptions here at the clubhouse that went very well. Congratulations to the newlyweds!


If you have a function coming up in the future give us a call to rent the clubhouse.


Remember to call early because the spaces fill up fast and you don’t want to miss your opportunity.


We want to thank everyone for keeping the clubhouse area clean while you were here and we hope you had a great time at the beach. Have a great winter and we’ll see you here again next summer.

Troy Weatherby


Managing Director
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Beaver Lake Website

Fall 2010 Newsletter Article


Introduction:


The Beaver Lake Website is your official site for Beaver Lake news, announcements, want-ad posting, and archival information such as past minutes, newsletters, reports etc.    The Website Steering Group is approved by the Board of Directors and all articles and other information must be approved by the Board, or their representative. 

The steering group presently consists of Connie Soukup, Ron Byrd, Carol Goller, and Rick Croasdale as the webmaster.  We meet when necessary and will post a meeting time and place as a news article on the website when we do.


Website Problem Fixed 


Nothing significant has been submitted for the website since the last newsletter article.   The problem we had with the weather site running with Windows Vista has been resolved to a missing add-on.  Windows Explorer collects a lot of add-ons to give you more features as you install programs.  The one you need to get the Accuweather.com icon to work is Adobe’s Shockwave Flash Object to make sure it is there and running.  Most systems have this enabled as a default so if you are having problems seeing the Accuweather.com window on the home page, go to tools, manage Add-ons and select Enable-Disable Add-ons to check if it is installed.  If not, you may need to install Adobe flash reader from the www.adobe.com website

Want-Ads:  

Repeat reminder:  Until we replace the code for our want ad section, you need to wait until the system returns when you post a want ad.  It may take a minute or so for your entry to process on the Jag Wireless server.  Also, the AdSubcat error still occurs from time to time when placing want ads, but doesn’t affect the entry.  Please ignore it.


Important Articles:


The website has many important articles for your review.  This quarter we are emphasizing the History of Beaver Lake links posted on the home page.  These four links in BLACK just under the center picture show the lake before the dam, building the dam, filling the lake, and some major events that occurred during the growth of the lake.  Just click on the respective link and download your copy.  You will need Microsoft Power Point reader or equivalent to see them.

What’s Coming Up:


The Nature Club, with help from the Property and Safety Committee, is working on the Nature Preserve Trail which starts behind the water plant on at the end of Oxford Court, and ends at the Campground.  When the trail is finished, we intend on placing a pictorial walk through briefing and posting it on the website under the History of Beaver Lake links on the home page.  


Website Usage:


The graph below shows the usage through 7 September 2010.  As you can see, the number of hits in August shows the beginning of the fall decrease as the summer season draws to a close.  Since inception, there have been 130272 visits, up 5802 since this time last quarter.  That’s about 63 visits per day which has been about average for our site.




In Closing:  


The beaverlakene.org website is yours to use.  If you have any recommendations or things you would like to see added, please email them to info@beaverlakene.org 

Thanks


John (Rick) Croasdale, Webmaster  
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Beaver Lake Nature and Garden Club


There’s a nip in the air and leaves are starting to float to the ground.  The days are beautiful, but the nights are cool.  Fall must be just around the corner.  


Lana Halstead gave a presentation about watching out for wild life here at the lake and an up-date on Nebraska Wildlife Rehab, Inc. on September 9. The October 14, 2010 meeting will be our Member’s Pot Luck Dinner at 6PM (note the earlier time for this event) and our last meeting of 2010.

The Nature and Garden Club is planning to tidy up the Nature Preserve on Saturday, October 2.  We will trim up some of the evergreens along the walking trail and clean around the patio. If you are interested in helping, meet at the Nature Preserve patio area at 9AM.  Bring gloves, clippers, rakes, loppers….whatever you think would be useful to do a little fall cleaning in the area.  No experience is necessary, just energy and determination to get the job done.  In the event of rain, we will try again on Oct 9.  Any changes in these dates will be posted in the News section of the website.

The growing season is winding down but there is still plenty of time left to garden.  Fall is a great time to plant.  Many garden centers have assorted stock on hand for you to choose from. Trees do very well when planted in the fall. This is also a good time to split most perennials so you can plant them in other places or share with friends.  This is also a good time to cut back many of your plants to prepare them for winter.  Cutting the foliage off peonies, iris, daylilies, hostas and other plants, gets rid of spotted and perhaps diseased leaves that can re-infect them next year.  It also eliminates places for pests to hide and overwinter.  Consult your favorite garden center if you have questions about cutting your plants back.

You might also want to set up feeders for the birds that will be here this winter.  Different seeds attract different birds.  Black sunflower attracts cardinals, jays, finches, chickadees and nuthatches.  Nyger thistle seed attracts finches.  Corn, milo and millet mixes attract all of those, plus less desirable ones like starlings and sparrows. A suet cage is welcomed by woodpeckers, chickadees, and nuthatches. Almost everything attracts squirrels, so place your bird feeder where they can’t reach it, and maybe set up a place somewhere else just for them.  Be sure your feeders are where you can watch your guests.

Speakers will be scheduled over the next few months for the 2011 Season.  If you have topic suggestions for next year, let Connie know.  You can email her at cjsoukup@windstream.net or call her at 235-3078.  She would like to hear your suggestions.

Joining the Beaver Lake Nature and Garden Club for the 2011 season is still $5.00 for the year.  You can come to the April 14, 2011 meeting and join or print out the membership form found on the website and send it to Connie.

Our meetings are on the second Thursday of the month, at 7PM in the upper level of the clubhouse.
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Christmas Dinner & Dance at Beaver Lake

Join your Beaver Lake friends & neighbors for an elegant Christmas Dinner & Dance

Christmas Buffet Dinner Menu

Seasonal greens with toasted pecans, Maytag blue cheese, tomato wedges, carrots, with Balsamic vinaigrette dressing


Freshly baked bread rolls served with butter


Delicious Roasted Pork Loin with apple sauce, Green Bean Almondine


Pre-sliced Roast Turkey served with cranberry sauce and herb stuffing


Baby Red Skin-on Mashed Potatoes and rich brown gravy


Fresh fruit salad with whipped cream served on the side


Delicious Apple Streusel Cheesecake and Dessert bars


Ice Tea, Coffee and Water will be provided


December 3rd, 2010 at Beaver Lake Clubhouse


Cocktails at 6:30 pm, B.Y.O.B., Adults Only Please


Beaver Lake Liquor is giving a 10% discount for this party purchases 


Dinner/Dance starts 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm


Please get your reservations in early, limited seating


For each reservation request please send $21.00 to:


Christmas Dinner


C/O Dee Spreitzer


9113 Bellvue Drive


Make checks payable to Beaver Lake Auxiliary, reservations must be received by Nov, 22nd, 2010

Reservations    ____________X $21.00       ________________________________                                                                                                                        

Name             ________________________________________________________

Address         _________________________________________________________
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Thanks from the Coconuts!


As the Association ends its second season of running the Coconuts, we’d like to thank all of the residents who supported the snack shack.  We couldn’t do it without you!  We also appreciate Shannon, Megan, Kirsten, and Lindsey for grilling up burgers and hot dogs and serving up pretzels, Frito pies, nachos, pizza, Schwan’s ice cream, candy, and drinks.  We hope to see you all again next summer! 
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FROM THE PATROL UNIT OF SGT. REMUS


As the 2010 Summer season ends and the time to winterize and store your vessel is now upon us, please consider where you will store your watercraft. If an inside storage unit is not available and you are going to store it outside, remove all valuables from the boat. If possible, remove the radio or stereo and all fishing gear in order to deter any would be thieves from taking your items. Also cover or tarp your vessel and use a locking cable to secure it so it makes access undesirable. A pad lock on the hitch of the trailer will hinder any attempt to hook and drive away with the vessel. If the vessel is going to be stored on a lot, be sure to park it far enough off the roadway so it’s not within easy access for unwanted individuals. Please do not store or park your trailers or vessels on the right of ways of the Beaver Lake Association. This will lead to fines and towing of the watercraft. Keep in mind, there is no parking of vehicles over 24 hours on the right of ways and no parking on the driving portion of the roadway.


Let this serve as a reminder to all that the posted speed limit within the Beaver Lake Association area is 25 miles per hour. There will be more patrols on the roadways due to excessive speeds. So watch your speed, especially as children play in roadway areas. 


If you, as a lot owner, have or intend to have a vehicle parked on your property be sure it is licensed and in operable condition. This means no flat tires, no leaking fluids, no broken windows, no grass growing up around the vehicle, etc. These types of inoperable vehicles are in violation of the BLA covenants and this type of violation brings an eyesore to the community.

One last reminder to all property owners – Beaver Lake has a leash law.  Please be responsible pet owners and keep your pets on a leash and on your property at all times.  Pets also need to be tagged.  Beaver Lake pet tags are only $10 for a 2-year tag.  Contact the BLA office if you need a pet tag.


Thank you and be safe!


Sgt. Brice Remus


Beaver Lake Association    
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Attention all Beaver Lake High School Seniors:


The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary is offering a $250.00 scholarship for a boy and girl living in the Beaver Lake Community.  You must have a minimum 2.5 GPA, be a dependent of a Beaver Lake property owner in good standing, and will be attending a college or technical school during the 2011 school term.


If you are interested in receiving an application form, please contact Susan Casne, 9405 Milford Road, Beaver Lake, NE 68048, or e-mail Susan at scaz88@hotmail.com.



_1362660801.pdf
Beaver Lake Associatin Net Ordinary Income (Monthly Income - Monthly Expenses) January - July 2010
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Graph shows Total Net Ordinary Income for BLA year 2010 (Monthly Income - Monthly Expenses [Budget vs Actual]) Adding all
numbers together shows BLA Profit and Loss Net Ordinary Income to be positive by $1,042.42 (seven months through the year).

Unfortunately, the trend is definitely down and will need to be closely monitored.

Several items are making the budget tight. These items will not come into the black for the remainder of the year as additional

expenses in each area will be incurred. Of concern:

- Roads are currently $10,743.70 over budget (due to critical unplanned road repair at Clubhouse and Dunbar).

- Professional Services (Legal team) is $8,097.34 over budget (BLA was sued in early 2010). BLA won lawsuit although Judge
ruled against BLA recouping expenses from losing party).

- Also, maintenance shop is $14,505.77 over budget primarily due to over $9000.00 in unplanned repairs on aging vehicle fleet.

2010 Amount Unplanned repairs

Jan $424.56 Repair catalytic converter

Jan $528.80 Tire Chains - remember the snow?
Feb $643.07 Repair fuel pump

Mar $1,243.87 Repair fuel pump and gear issues
Mar $364.19 Repair fuel pump

Mar $234.70 Brakes and rotor

Apr $987.84 tires; sealant; repair stem

Apr $992.96 tires for tractor

Apr $613.23 tires

May  $878.04 tires

Jun $522.88 Truck maintenance

Jun $588.49 Air conditioning overhaul

Jul $329.88 New starter

Jul $294.18 Tires

Jul $423.87 Air conditioning overhaul

In addition, currently 2010 BLA Capital Expenditures are over budget (addressed in August 2010 Finance Committee Minutes).
As background, the 2010 BLA Budget is $1,964,080.00. 2010 BLA expenses were budgeted at $1,629,538.00. The bulk of the
difference provides the funding for the BLA 2010 Capital Expenditures Budget of $330,542 of which $131,950 is dedicated as
principal for the Water Treatment Plant loan. That leaves $198,592 for all other capital improvements (e.g. roads, water tower
maintenance, lift station retrofits). Currently the account is $10,919 over budget (primarily due to an unscheduled sewer plant
motor replacement, repair of a tornado siren after a lightning strike, and some items coming in slightly over planned amounts). If
this continues, one or more of the remaining unspent amounts may have to be reduced to balance the budget (e.g. a potential
$10K reduction in the current $48,500 road patching and overlay budget).

Recommendation: The BLA budget is tight. Need to continue scrutinizing all expenses and closely examine all unbudgeted
expenditures. The Finance Committee is dedicated to this task. The Committee and the Treasurer will continue to keep the
membership informed throughout the year.

Respectfully submitted, Dave Goller, 2010 BLA Treasurer, Aug 2010
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Attention Property Owners:

There have been some questions recently on the billing codes and their charges on you statements. For those of you who own a home here, you will see monthly water (WAT), sewer (SEW) and tax (TAX) charges on you billing statement. For those property owners who have only a hydrant located on your lot, the water (WAT) and tax (TAX) charges are done monthly during the months of April thru October.


The association dues charges are billed quarterly. The dues (DUE) are billed in the amount of 183.13 and utility expansion (UTL) charges are in the amount of 42.00. The utility expansion charge is used to pay the water plant loan. The new charge that was added on your July billing was the alternative drinking water source (ADWS) in the amount of 18.25. The ADWS charge will be billed every quarter for the next three years.

There are late charges assessed to all unpaid balances. The water/sewer late charge code is WLC; the dues/utility expansion late charge code is DLC; and the ADWS late charge code is ADWS L/C.

If you have any questions or concerns about your statement, please call our office at 402-235-2241.
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Board President’s Message

September 2010

After a cool, wet spring, summer arrived. Those of you who enjoy skiing and swimming had plenty of sun-filled days to enjoy the lake and swimming pool. The three pavilions were booked most weekends. The pavilions are free for members’ use but if you want to reserve one for a specific date, there is a twenty-five dollar charge. The Beaver Lake Association has operated Coconuts the last two seasons. This is for your convenience and enjoyment when at the beach, lake, or pool. The Coconuts serves hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks, ice cream, and lots more!

Last year we beautified the clubhouse area. This year we continued work on our access lots. We added parking to three lots and graded and cleaned out the silt on three lots. We put a parking area on Access Lot 3 in the southeast cove by Murray road. We received sixty truckloads of dirt from a member building a new house. This parking will give members a safe place to park when fishing at this access area.

We also cleaned up and put an area for parking on Access Lot 9. This fall we will put a parking area on Access Lot 12 on the west side of the lake off Beaver Lake Blvd. The dirt for these two areas comes from cleaning our silt ponds. The main expense for the three parking lots is rock for the parking area.


Our dredge has been busy working just inside the no-wake area in the southwest cove. This area has never been dredged and has five to seven feet of slit to be removed. We will be in this area for the remainder of the year.     


Dave Goller, our Treasurer, put together a report on our finances. Please take the time to look it over. It will help you understand where your money is spent. Dave and the Finance Committee have done a good job of tracking our finances.


The fundraiser for Murray Fire and Rescue was a success again this year. Over four hundred people came out to enjoy an evening of fun and entertainment. Three thousand eight hundred ninety-two dollars were donated. Beaver Lake Association will add $108 to make the amount an even $4000. That evening, the Ladies Auxiliary also presented a slide show of the history of Beaver Lake which was very interesting. 

I thank Karen Kielian for supporting the fundraiser. I also appreciate the support of the following businesses: No Frills Supermarket, Nebraska Title Company, CBS Home Mortgage, Beaver Lake Liquor, Beaver Lake BP, 75 Mart, Plattsmouth Urgent Care, Lake Ridge Golf Course, Mr. Landscape, Bomgaars, Dairy Queen, Murray Lumber, Pizza Hut, UPS, Schwans, Crowin’ Country Sampler, A&M Green Power, Husker Hounds, and the Beaver Lake Marina.  Thank you!

Thanks also go to Troy and the office staff, along with their spouses, who worked hard in preparation for this event; plus they worked and cooked that evening. Thanks also to other volunteers, including Board members, who helped serve.

Thanks to everyone for obeying our lake rules, being courteous, and practicing safe boating skills. A safe boating season is what we all want. Sgt. Remus and our security force did a good job of patrolling the lake this year, but they cannot be on the lake all the time. Your cooperation in following our lake rules is appreciated.    

Have a safe, happy, and healthy autumn.

Ron Reineke


President, BL Association


