Summer 2010 Newsletter Articles

                                Board President’s Message
I will serve you as the Beaver Lake Board President for another year. Sandy Battreall and I were elected to the Board in the May election. 
The Membership also approved Rural Water as an alternate source of water in the event that our plant should encounter problems producing water. The garbage issue was defeated.  I am looking forward to working with my fellow Board members and all the committees this coming year. Working together is the key to getting things accomplished here at the lake. 
This spring we put in three new docks. Troy’s crew put in the frame and volunteers put on the decking so the docks would be ready for Memorial Day weekend. Volunteers also screened from view a second portable toilet on RL 14 in the northwest part of the lake. 
If you have not been to the clubhouse lately take the time to stop by and enjoy the facilities.
We have openings for any of you interested in serving on a committee. Contact the office or a Board member. 

Feel free to call or e-mail me with concerns. My phone number is 235-2275 and my e-mail address is reineke9507@yahoo.com.
Summer is here and swimming and boating is what Beaver Lake is all about. One has to remember that all fun is lost if safety is forgotten, so please help Sergeant Remus and his staff keep Beaver Lake safe. Outdoor activities abound in warm weather, and if we take care and watch out for others, everyone’s season can be fun, safe, and memorable at beautiful Beaver Lake. 

Murray VFD Fundraiser

Once again Karen Kielian and the Beaver Lake Association will sponsor a fundraiser for the Murray Volunteer Fire Department on August 28. Proceeds will go toward equipment for the fire department. This is a free-will donation event. Hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks and beer are included in your donation, so come and enjoy the fun.
Ron Reineke 
Safety, Safety, Safety
I hope this article finds everyone safe and sound during the 2010 boating season.  We would like to remind everyone of a few safety tips to use and keep in mind during the remainder of the season.  We ask that whoever is in control of the watercraft takes a minute and reviews the safety procedures with everyone on the watercraft.  Some of the most important safety items:
1.
Do not overload your watercraft with people or gear.

2.
Keep all parts of your body inside the watercraft while in motion.

3.
Proceed in a counter clockwise direction around the lake.

4.
Inspect your safety gear regularly.

5.
If you witness an unsafe act, report it to security personnel immediately.

6. 
Review fueling procedures before attempting to fuel.

7. 
Be courteous to others while on the lake.

8. 
Always have a spotter while skiing or tubing.

9.
Follow all local and state regulations.
10. 
Have fun.

Failure to follow rules and regulations could result in a violation, fine, or removal from the lake.  Remember, the deputy and security personnel are on the lake and beach for your benefit and safety.  Please treat them with respect and listen to and follow what they are telling you.  It may save you or a friend’s life some day.  Thank you for your cooperation in advance and we hope you have a great summer!
Sgt. Brice Remus

Cass County Deputy

2010 Boating Regulations

1. Following are the boat registration requirements effective January 1, 2001 designated as the “Primary Boat Rule.”

a) Each property owner can designate up to two primary motor powered vessels and as many secondary vessels as desired.

b) All vessels must have a color sticker per the current policy but the primary color will be different from the secondary.

c) Primary Vessel Sticker Fees are $20 for each vessel. Primary vessels are allowed on the lake at any time.

d) Secondary Vessel Sticker Fees are $50 for each vessel. Secondary vessels are allowed on the lake at any time except on holiday weekends, or holidays or when Security Personnel designates the lake is too crowded and safety is at risk.

e) All non-gas/diesel powered vessels, (sail boats, canoes, paddle boats, etc.) must have a permit, and will not be subject to the “Primary Boat Rule” for powered boats.

f) The Board of Directors reserves the right to implement the Primary Boat if they determine that the lake is too crowded and requires restriction for safety reasons.

g) Secondary vessels used on the holiday weekends or when the “Primary Boat Rule” is in effect will be subject to fines or penalties.

h) Swim Platforms are allowed without stickers but must be placed within 75’ of the shoreline so as not to obstruct boat traffic. Swim Platforms in coves come under the same restrictions as docks in coves.

2. All vessels will carry a current state registration and current Beaver Lake stickers with lot numbers clearly visible. The Beaver Lake stickers and lot numbers (as large as the state registration numbers) will be placed on both sides of the vessel to the rear. Boat stickers are due  April 1st  of each new year.

3. Boat traffic on Beaver Lake will proceed in a counter clockwise direction around the lake. Boats should stay at least 75 feet from shore.

4. The maximum speed limit on Beaver Lake is 45 mph per State regulation. From ½ hour after sunset until ½ hour before sunrise, the speed is limited to 5 mph / no wake.

5. Buoys mean “No Wake Zones” and vessels except Law Enforcement on official business, must proceed at the lowest throttle speed.

6. When passing another boat, pass to deep water (to the left).

7. All boats must be equipped with all safety equipment required by state law. One fire extinguisher is required on each vessel along with a life vest for each person on the vessel. State and lake rule violations are subject to arrests and/or fines.

8. Standing or sitting with legs extended beyond the edge of a moving craft is prohibited. No children under 13 are allowed aboard any vessel when not wearing a U.S. Coast Guard approved life preserver. The operator shall be held responsible for compliance.

9. No one under fourteen (14) years of age shall operate motorized vessels of any class at any time. The owner(s) shall be held responsible.

10. Air-propelled craft and hydroplane racing boats are not permitted on Beaver Lake.

11. Jet Ski boats and all like powered vessels must follow all boat regulations. Jet Ski boats shall not operate in a careless manner and be subject to the following special regulations:

a) Effective January 1, 2004, any person under the age of 18 years shall not operate any motor boat unless he or she has successfully completed a Boating Safety Course and is in the possession of a valid Boating Safety Certificate.

b) Zigzagging (radical turns) for the purpose of chasing wakes/waves or jumping such wakes or waves with a jet ski and all like powered vessels (“Jet Skis”) is prohibited on the Lake. All Jet Skis shall be operated a distance of no less than one hundred fifty (150) feet from other vessels, skiers, docks, shores.

c) Jet Ski maneuvers (i.e., donuts, cookies, etc.) which do not allow a forward progression are prohibited on the Lake on weekends and holidays. Jet Ski maneuvers shall be permitted on weekdays, however, such maneuvers are restricted to the larger coves between the mouth of the cove and the no-wake buoys. A map of the Lake outlining such areas is officially registered with the State and governs boating on Beaver Lake. If other vessels or water skiers are using such areas, then Jet Skiers must bypass such cove and proceed on in a counter clockwise progression to the next available cove. The duration of continued Jet Ski maneuvers in designated areas shall be limited to ten (10) minutes at which time the Jet Ski shall move to another designated area.

d) Jet Skies are permitted to pull skiers and tubes as long as the Lakes Rules are observed. The same requirements as boats (i.e. rear view mirror and orange flag signaling a down skier) will be required for Jet Skis.

e) Jet Skis are prohibited from using no-wake buoys and swimming buoys as targets or obstacle courses.

f) The Lot Owner shall be responsible for all activities and operation of his or her Jet Ski. Common sense should prevail in the safe operation of all Jet Skis. All Jet Skis shall follow the State of Nebraska safety regulations.

g) Wet Bikes, Par-a-sailing, or any other type of air born equipment are prohibited on Beaver Lake.

12. Absolutely no guest vessels will be allowed on the lake. In addition, property owners registering guest vessels in their 

name will not be permitted. If a non-Lot Owner’s name is titled with a Lot Owner’s name on any vessel, a letter or explanation must be provided to the board of Directors. The Board of Directors will determine whether or not the vessel, may be stickered and may request further proof of ownership.

13. Owners or immediate family shall be with the watercraft while in operation. Violation of this rule is subject to the trespassing laws of this state.

14. All vessels parked on access areas along the shore will be left at least one boat length from other boats. Overnight boat parking on Association boat docks is prohibited. No watercraft shall be parked on any lake access longer than a 24-hour period. No permanent parking of watercraft is allowed on any access area.

15. No boats will be allowed to park in front of the Clubhouse or in front of the sand beach. No property owner can park his/her boat on a privately owned lakefront lot unless he/she has permission from that owner.

16. The exhaust of every internal combustion engine used on any motorboat shall be effectively muffled in a reasonable manner. The use of cut outs or any similar noise making devices or unrestricted above water exhaust is prohibited.

17. All Nebraska and Coast Guard boating regulations shall be enforced.

18. All Required Equipment as stated in the Nebraska Boating Guide, shall be enforced by Beaver Lake/County Sheriff Law Enforcement

19. Size Limits Effective 18 March 1995

a) Pontoon Boats – 28’

b) Power Boats – 22’

c) Sailboats – 24’

d) Swim Platforms – 8’ by 8’

20. Houseboats, defined as any pontoon or flat bottomed boat with sides enclosed for the purpose of providing sleeping quarters, are not allowed on Beaver Lake.

21. Speeds exceeding 5 mph/no excessive wake are illegal at all times in or within 50 yards of any vessel, harbor, marina, landing pier, fishing pier, and anchorage or bathing beach.

22. It is unlawful to wake jump with a motorized vessel within 50 yards (150 feet) of another craft.
  Lake Law Enforcement 
 Law Enforcement personnel boat patrol has the authority to stop unsafe acts and take necessary actions with violations.

1. Any person or persons driving a boat in a reckless manner that may endanger life, limb, or property, will be cited for careless driving by Lake Law Enforcement. 

2. Operating a vessel with a blood alcohol content of .08% or greater constitutes Boating Under the Influence (BUI) and carries a penalty of up to $1,000.00 fine, up to six (6) months in jail, and the loss of boating privileges for six (6) months. Refusal to submit to a chemical blood test will result in the same penalties as BUI.

3. Personal watercraft cannot, under any circumstances, be operated between sunset and sunrise.

4. Operation of vessels is prohibited within any area marked off or set aside as a prohibited area.

Water Skiing
1.   All skiers shall wear a life jacket at all times.

2. Water skiing is not permitted between ½ hour after sunset and ½ hour before sunrise, or when weather or lighting conditions make skiing dangerous.

3. All skiing will stop when lighting is close.

4. When skiing with two skis and one is dropped, the ski should be dropped away from the wind. This precaution helps other boaters and skiers from falling over skis or running over them with their boats.

5. Skiers shall stay a safe distance away from fishermen, swimmers, downed skiers, or other boaters.

6. All vessels, when pulling a person on skis, surfboards, or similar devices and not equipped with a wide-angle rear view mirror must have a responsible person, 12 years or older, as an observer in the vessel with the operator.

7. Every vessel including any buoyant device capable of being used as a means of transportation on water shall carry one U.S. Coast Guard-approved, Type I, II, III or V Life Preserver for each person on board. All such devices shall be in good condition and be so placed as to be readily accessible.

8. Orange Flag: Whenever a water skier, surfboarder, or any person engaged in a similar activity or associated equipment is down in the water, the operator or observer of the tow boat must display a hunter orange flag of a size not less than 12 inches square or at least 144 square inches. This flag must be visible 360 degrees.

9. All Nebraska and Coast Guard boating regulations shall be strictly enforced.
Required Equipment for Your Vessel

Boat

1. One(1) life jacket for every person on board.

2. One oar.

3. One fire extinguisher.

4. Mechanical sounding device.

5. Boat registration.

Jet Ski

1. Boat registration.

2. Life jacket must be on while the vessel is in motion.

3. Fire extinguisher.

4. Whistle must be accessible to operator.
Attention Pet Owners!

As of January 1, 2010 your pet tags will need to be renewed for another 2 year term. The cost for your renewal will be $10.00.

Please remember that all pets must be licensed. Proof of immunization is required.  If you cannot stop by the office, just send us a SAS envelope and we will send you the form. 

Just a reminder, no pet shall be permitted to run loose at any time. Please be courteous to your neighbors.  Clean up after your pet and keep them on a leash – or you may end up with a fine.  Thank you for your cooperation!
Beaver Lake Ladies Auxilary

With the community garage sales on June 5, 2010, the Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary held their second annual sale at the clubhouse and over $500 was realized.  We are thankful for the treasures received, the shoppers, and all the super help!  The Auxiliary purpose is to promote sociability and help improve and beautify the Beaver Lake area.  This is done with all the help from our residents and lot owners.  Thank you very much!  

Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary
CHILDREN’S ANNUAL HALLOWEEN PARTY

WHEN:  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2010

WHERE:  BEAVER LAKE CLUBHOUSE

TIME:  6:00 P.M. (LASTING APPROX. 2 TO 2 ½ HOURS)

FOR:  RESIDENTS AND LOT OWNERS’ CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN (THROUGH AGE – 12 IF OLDER, THEIR HELP APPRECIATED)

PLEASE COME IN COSTUME

ADMISSION:  1 BAG OF CANDY PER CHILD

GAMES----PRIZES---FUN----AND TREATS

(THIS PARTY REPLACES THE REGULAR TRICK OR TREATING IN THE LAKE AREA)

QUESTIONS:  CALL   DEANNA (DEE) SPREITZER OR RICK CROASDALE

P.S.  WE DO NEED HELPERS


MEN---WOMEN---TEENAGERS

PLEASE CALL TO HELP----THANK YOU!

Attention all Beaver Lake High School Seniors:

The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary is offering a $250.00 scholarship for a boy and girl living in the Beaver Lake Community.  You must have a minimum 2.5 GPA, be a dependent of a Beaver Lake property owner in good standing, and will be attending a college or technical school during the 2011 school term.

If you are interested in receiving an application form, please contact Susan Casne, 9405 Milford Road, Beaver Lake, NE 68048, or e-mail Susan at scaz88@hotmail.com.

Scholarship Winner

The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary is proud to announce that Dakota Sears, Senior at Conestoga High School, has been awarded a $250.00 Scholarship.  Dakota is the son of Robert Sears and Cynthia Estrada Cruse.  We wish him all the best for the future ahead.  Stay committed to your dreams and they, too, will become reality.

FISHING CLUB NEWS


As summer has finally arrived after a long, dreary winter we are all able to enjoy the benefits of living at a lake.  I am sure that I am not alone when I say that one of the benefits of lake living that encouraged me to purchase a home at Beaver Lake is the excellent fishery it possesses.  We are very lucky to have a very diverse fish population that supplies us with the opportunity to catch quality fish all year long.  The Fishing Club would like to thank the hard work of the dedicated volunteers of the Lake, Habitat and Fishing Committee for their commitment to oversee our budget dollars and do the best they can with the money that is available.  This year the Fishing Club was happy to volunteer in the building of fish habitat that was placed in the lake by the LH&F Committee.  It should improve our fishery for many years to come.  If you enjoy fishing in our lake whether it be by boat or shore, every day or only occasionally, please come to the board meetings and support these efforts.  I also encourage you to join the Fishing Club to help support our various programs throughout the year.  Our fee is only $20 annually for a family membership.  We meet the first Thursday of the month from March through December at 7:00pm in the clubhouse.

Here are a couple of pictures of our Spring Largemouth Bass Tournament this year.  These are representative of the quality Bass we have in the lake.

1st place & big bass

http://rudapa.com/me_steve_1st_place_16lbs_beaverlake_may10.jpg
2nd place

http://rudapa.com/beaverlake/beaverlake_bass_2nd_place_may10.jpg
Dan O’Brien

President Beaver Lake Fishing Club

9501 Eagle Ct.

402-235-3371

BEAVER LAKE FISHING CLUB FAMILY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME  _____________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________



__________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________

PHONE NUMBER ______________________________________

PROPERTY OWNER?   N ______  y ________  LOT # ___________

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP DUES $20.00 _______  HATS $10.00 _________

MEET 1ST THURSDAY EACH MONTH MAR-DEC 7:00PM AT CLUBHOUSE

QUESTIONS – DAN O’BRIEN 235-3371 or dtobrien@windstream.net


      TED BECHTOLD – ted.bechtold@cox.net

Beaver Lake Nature and Garden Club
Summer 2010

What a beautiful spring we have had and we certainly deserve it after that L-O-N-G winter.  The continual snow-cover, while a “pain in the snow-blower” for us, was a protective blanket for the majority of our plants.  Perennials of all kinds have flourished this year with amazing foliage and flowers.  Flowering shrubs and trees tried to out-do each other in colorful blossoms.  It has been wonderful.  

Most of the trees and bushes that were planted on property behind the wooden Beaver Lake sign at Rock Bluff and Clubhouse, are doing well. The lilac, ninebarks and crabapple trees all bloomed and the rest of the trees leafed out.  We did have to replace the Crimson King Norway Maple.  Hopefully the new one will take root and survive.  The shade plants on our new grassy knoll in front of the Clubhouse are doing well, too.  All and all, things are looking good.

The Nature and Garden Club has had three speakers so far this season.  On April 8, Kyle Canoyer from Canoyer Garden Center, showed the group how to choose plants to put in pots for the most dramatic effects.  On May 13, Vickie Krotz, gave a presentation on bees, including bringing in parts of a hive and the protective clothing you should wear if you are into beekeeping. On June 10, Vaughn Hammond from the UNL Extension talked about recognizing insects we should leave alone because they are helpful in our gardens.  

Up-coming dates and topics are July 8, when we will be touring the gardens of some of our members, August 12 when Clem Klaphake talks about hawks and raptors, September 9, when Lana Halstead will talk about animals we could find in our yards and October 14 when our members all get together for a Pot Luck Dinner

There are still 4 more meeting dates before the season is over and plenty of time to become a member. If you are interested in joining the Beaver Lake Nature and Garden Club, dues are $5.00 for the year.  You can email Connie at cjsoukup@windstream.net or just come to a meeting and join.

Our meetings are held on the Second Thursday of the month, April through October, at 7PM at the Beaver Lake Clubhouse.
Beaver Lake Website
Summer 2010 Newsletter Article

Introduction:

The Beaver Lake Website is your official site for Beaver Lake news, announcements, want-ad posting, and archival information such as past minutes, newsletters, reports etc.    The Website Steering Group is approved by the Board of Directors and all articles and other information must be approved by the Board, or their representative. 

The steering group presently consists of Connie Soukup, Ron Byrd, Carol Goller, and Rick Croasdale as the webmaster.  We meet when necessary and will post a meeting time and place as a news article on the website when we do.

What’s New on the Website? 

Nothing significant has been submitted for the website since the last newsletter article.   There is a new problem, however, in that on Windows Vista based systems running Internet Explorer 7.0, the link to the weather site hasn’t worked since Net Weather updated their site.  It works on Windows XP, other versions of Explorer, and Firefox.  We are trying to implement a fix.

Want-Ads:  

Repeat reminder:  Until we replace the code for our want ad section, you need to wait until the system returns when you post a want ad.  It may take a minute or so for your entry to process on the Jag Wireless server.  Also, the AdSubcat error still occurs from time to time when placing want ads, but doesn’t affect the entry.  Please ignore it.

Website Usage:

The graph below shows the usage through 5 June 2010.  The number of hits continue to rise as the summer season begins.  Since inception, there have been 124470 visits.
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In Closing:  

The beaverlakene.org website is yours to use.  If you have any recommendations or things you would like to see added, please email them to info@beaverlakene.org 

Thanks

John (Rick) Croasdale, Webmaster  

