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Requested Change(s) (list paragraph, page, line, and change):  
V.C.8 & V.C.11
From:
8. No one under fourteen (14) years of age shall operate motorized vessels of any class at any time. No one under the age of sixteen (16) is allowed to tow an individual with a vessel. The owner(s) shall be held responsible. 

[…]

11. This section (#12 a-f) pertains to jet powered vessels and is written to govern the behavior of such jet powered vessels. Behaviors outlined in 12c. (donuts, cookies, etc.) are never permitted for any prop driven vessel or any jet powered vessel towing a tube, skier. Jet skis, boats and all like powered vessels must follow all boat regulations. 

Jet skis, boats and all like powered vessels shall not operate in a careless manner and be subject to the following special regulations: 
a. Any operator born after December 31, 1985 must have successfully completed the Nebraska boating safety course and be in possession of a valid certificate. Nonresidents may present certification from their state or another source approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators. 
b.1 Zigzagging (radical turns) for the purpose of chasing wakes/waves or jumping such wakes or waves with a jet ski, boat and all like powered vessels is prohibited on the lake if the vessel you are following is towing a skier tuber, wake boarder, wake surfer, etc. 
b.2 Jumping a wake with a motorized vessel within 150 feet (50 yards) of another vessel is illegal and prohibited. b.3 All jet skis, boats and all like powered vessels that are being operated in excess of 5mph (wake speed) shall be operated a distance of no less than ninety (90) feet from other vessels, skiers, or shoreline. 
c. Jet ski, boat and all like powered vessel maneuvers (i.e., donuts, cookies, etc.) which do not allow a forward progression are prohibited on the Lake on weekends and holidays. Jet ski, boat and all like powered vessel maneuvers shall be permitted on weekdays; however, such maneuvers are restricted to the larger coves between the mouth of the cove and the no-wake buoys. A map of the Lake outlining such areas is officially registered with the State and governs boating on Beaver Lake. If other vessels or water skiers are using such areas, then jet skiers, boats and all like powered vessels must bypass such cove and proceed on in a counterclockwise progression to the next available cove. The duration of continued jet ski, boat and all like powered vessel maneuvers in designated areas shall be limited to ten (10) minutes at which time the jet ski, boat and all like powered vessels shall move to another designated area. 
d. Jet skis, boats and all like powered vessels are permitted to pull skiers and tubes as long as the Lakes Rules are observed. The same requirements as boats (i.e. rear view mirror and orange flag signaling a down skier) will be required for jet skis and like powered vessels. 
e. Jet skis, boats and all like powered vessels are prohibited from using no-wake buoys and swimming buoys as targets or obstacle courses. 
f. The Regular member shall be responsible for all activities and operation of his or her jet ski, boat and like powered vessels. Common sense should prevail in the safe operation of all jet skis, boats and all like powered vessels. All jet skis, boats and all like powered vessels shall follow the State of Nebraska safety regulations. 
g. Wet Bikes are prohibited on Beaver Lake. 
h. Watercraft not required to have an annual Beaver Lake sticker must stay within 75 feet of the shoreline or in a no-wake zone on weekends and holidays between the hours of eleven a.m. and seven p.m. This rule is in effect May 15 to September 15. This excludes large sailboats and catamarans which are easily visible.

	To: 

8. The age requirements for vessel operation, towing, and boating safety education below are provided as a convenient reference and reflect Nebraska law at the time of adoption. In the event of a conflict or subsequent change in Nebraska law, the more restrictive requirement shall govern. The owner(s) shall be held responsible.

a. No one under fourteen (14) years of age shall operate a powered vessel of any class at any time.

b. No one under sixteen (16) years of age shall tow an individual with a powered vessel.

c. Any operator born after December 31, 1985, shall have successfully completed the Nebraska boating safety course and be in possession of a valid boating safety certificate while operating a powered vessel. Nonresidents may present certification from their state or another source approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators.

[…] 

11. This section defines Personal Watercraft (PWC) and regulates their operation on Beaver Lake.

a. For purposes of this Handbook, a Personal Watercraft (PWC) is a powered watercraft designed to be operated by a person riding on, rather than inside, the vessel while standing, kneeling, or sitting. 

b. The following types of PWC are permitted on Beaver Lake:

1. Jet-propelled PWC, including but not limited to Jet Ski®, Sea-Doo®, and WaveRunner®.

c. The following types of PWC are prohibited on Beaver Lake:

1. Wet Bikes.

d. PWC shall not be operated in a careless manner and shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and Beaver Lake Association regulations. The additional regulations set forth below shall also apply.

e.1 Zigzagging (radical turns) for the purpose of chasing wakes or jumping wakes with a PWC is prohibited on the lake if the vessel being followed is towing a skier, tuber, wakeboarder, wakesurfer, or similar participant.

e.2 Jumping a wake with a motorized vessel within one hundred fifty (150) feet (50 yards) of another vessel is illegal and prohibited.

e.3 A PWC being operated in excess of five (5) mph (wake speed) shall be operated a distance of no less than ninety (90) feet from other vessels, skiers, or the shoreline.

f. PWC maneuvers (i.e., donuts, cookies, etc.) which do not allow forward progression are prohibited on the lake on weekends and holidays. PWC maneuvers shall be permitted on weekdays; however, such maneuvers are restricted to the larger coves between the mouth of the cove and the no-wake buoys. A map of the lake outlining such areas is officially registered with the State and governs boating on Beaver Lake. If other vessels or water skiers are using such areas, the PWC shall bypass such cove and proceed in a counterclockwise progression to the next available cove. The duration of continued PWC maneuvers in designated areas shall be limited to ten (10) minutes, at which time the PWC shall move to another designated area. These maneuvers are never permitted for any non-PWC vessels or any vessel towing a skier, tuber, wakeboarder, wakesurfer, or similar participant.

g. A PWC may tow skiers, wakeboarders, tubes, and similar participants provided the Lake Rules are observed. A convex wide-angle mirror or a responsible observer, in addition to the operator, shall be required while towing. An orange skier-down flag shall also be displayed when required. The PWC shall have sufficient rated capacity for the operator, the person being towed, and the observer, when an observer is used.

h. PWC are prohibited from using no-wake buoys and swimming buoys as targets or obstacle courses.

i. The Regular Member shall be responsible for all activities and operation of his or her PWC. PWC should be operated in a safe and prudent manner at all times. 

12. Watercraft not required to have an annual Beaver Lake sticker shall stay within seventy-five (75) feet of the shoreline or in a no-wake zone on weekends and holidays between the hours of eleven a.m. and seven p.m. This rule is in effect May 15 through September 15. This excludes large sailboats and catamarans which are easily visible.

[Renumber all subsequent sections to reflect the insertion of new Section 12.]
 

	Justification:  Why is this change needed?  This proposal updates and reorganizes the Personal Watercraft (PWC) section to improve clarity, consistency, and enforcement. It replaces the trademarked term “Jet-Ski” with the generic classification Personal Watercraft (PWC), defines permitted and prohibited PWC types, clarifies which vessels may perform PWC maneuvers, moves the Nebraska Boater Safety Course requirement to the general vessel operator rules, and places non-stickered watercraft restrictions in a separate section.


	Impacts: If not approved, what are the consequences? The existing handbook uses outdated, trademarked terminology, does not clearly define PWC, and allows large jet-powered vessels, including runabout boats, to perform PWC-style maneuvers. It also suggests the boating safety course requirement applies only to PWC operators rather than to all powered vessel operators.
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