Lake, Habitat and Fisheries Committee Minutes

January 13, 2016

Present:          
Brad McClatchey

 
             
Absent:
 
Greg Paige
Dave Battreall                                                       
Dave Wand                                     
                          Russ Parmer –Board Rep                                                              

                          Michael Blue                                                                  
Jim Wieringa                                                              
             
                                                                                      Dan O’Brien


OLD BUSINESS
 
NEW BUSINESS

AIS Sticker for 2016 – Aquatic Invasive Species
The committee wants to make sure the Board is aware of a new AIS registration requirement for boats in 2016 and is prepared to educate their staff at the boat ramp.  For residents that sticker their boats in NE, the process is easy.   It appears that non-residents can purchase a “stamp” online that they will be able to provide to the BLA member at the boat ramp.   We encourage the Board to put something in the Spring news letter and also on the BLA website letting property owners know that they can’t register their boat in 2016 without this.   We need to get this information out to the public ASAP so that they are not caught off guard when they show up to sticker their boat in the spring.   

**For NE residents, this sticker is included in their 3 year boater registration fee.  When it’s time to renew your 3 yr sticker, the boater will be charged an additional $5 for their sticker.  If your sticker is set to renew in 2 years and your boat is registered in Nebraska, there is nothing you need to do until you renew your 3 year sticker.  You do not have to buy anything for 2016.    

**For NON- NE residents -If your boat is registered in a state outside of Nebraska - and you plan on registering your boat in 2016 at Beaver Lake – you must obtain a NON Resident AIS stamp/sticker for your boat before launching your boat at Beaver Lake in 2016.   Stamps/stickers can be bought on-line at the following NE Game and Parks link and also at some NE state parks and rec areas.  Cost is $15.  Here is the link to the stamp/sticker

http://outdoornebraska.gov/boatingregistration/

The committee has identified two new/additional locations for future structure placement and would like Troy to provide these locations to the Corp of Engineers for approval: 
North side: 40.926016, -95.885372    
South side: 40.923124, -95.881554


The committee is going to look into creating a portable sign we can add to the fish limit signs around the lake to encourage anglers to put back all Crappie over 12 inches.  More research will be done on this and we will present some options in February.  We are also looking at adding this, as well as other information, on a 1 page hand-out that can be provided to all residents when they sticker their boats.  Is the board OK with us adding a 1 page hand out to residents during the stickering process?  Information included would be items like:  Invasive species, Crappie, New Flag poles, etc.  
Lastly – the committee would like to know if the Board is planning on providing the fish limit stickers to all residents registering their boats like they did last year?

Adjourned:  8:30 pm. 

Next meeting 7:00 pm on Tuesday February 9th.
