Lake, Habitat and Fisheries Committee Minutes

October 10, 2017
Present:          
Brad McClatchey

 
 Absent:
 
Greg Page
Dave Battreall                                                       
Paul Tranisi                                                                                                 
                          Russ Parmer –Board Rep                                                              

                          Dob Neuhaus                    
                                                                   Jim Wieringa                                                              
             Dan O’Brien


OLD BUSINESS

The Committee has been discussing adding a DCF making it illegal to stand up while driving a boat.  Information has been passed on to Brice and we are waiting on his feedback.  After further discussion with Brice, the committee has decided to not submit a DCF on this.  
Fish Stocking update – Blue Catfish were delivered early Oct.  All fish looked great and were successfully stocked with zero mortality at the boat ramp.  Walleye will be stocked around Nov 1st and we are looking to add some Smallmouth bass to our November stocking if we can find them.  
The committee is still working with the Board to evaluate the current boat registration process.  Attached are some sample form letters we’ve created along with an outline of how the boat registration process should flow.  We would like the board to review and offer suggestions so we can finalize this in our November meeting.  The committee had a member go to the Cass County Courthouse and discuss the registration process with the office and came away with the feeling like they are doing a great job asking the right question to ensure boats are being registered properly/accurately.  Here is some of the information we gathered:
1) How does someone add a name to a registration

The registration must match the title to the boat. If you want to add a second person to the boat registration, you must also have the title changed to do that. The only exception is if there are more names on the title than can be put on the registration then they put the first names on the title. They reassured me that they will not let a name go on a boat registration that is not on the title.
2) Can someone change the names on the registration? (Example of two people own a boat and one buys the other out) The answer to this is same as above. They would have to change the title to the boat before it would be changed on the registration

3) How do they enter the length information on the registration

If it is a new boat, they pull the information off of the manufacturers certificate of specs. If it is a used boat, they take the length from the title as it was previously registered. If there is no title, for example a state that doesn't require one, the person registering the boat is required to have the registration from the previous owner and take the length from there.  If they think there is anything wrong, or if there is no length from title or registration, they require them to go get an inspection of the boat which also requires it be measured by the inspector.
Regarding the length of boats on the lake (Section V.C 20 in the BL handbook).  In situations where a boat has been allowed (or stickered) on the lake prior to 2018 that doesn’t comply with V.C. 20, we feel those current boat owners should be “grandfathered” and allowed to keep their boat registered on Beaver Lake going forward.  This only applies to the current boat owner and doesn’t apply if that boat is sold to someone else on Beaver Lake.   The Committee wants to work to improve the boat registration process but feel that lot owners should not be penalized due to the lack of consistency in the past years with the registration process at the boat ramp.  Going forward in 2018, we need to make sure that the residents of BL are clear on what is acceptable under V.C.20 so there are no surprises at the boat ramp or office in 2018 when they attempt to sticker their boat.  
***Motion*** by Greg P, second by Dave B to grandfather all boats that are currently stickered on BL that don’t comply with V.C.20 due to the past inconsistencies with the registration process.

Vote - 5=yes, 1=no.   
The committee also looked at leased lots and discussed if a lessee should have the same rights (specifically for how many primary/secondary boats they can sticker).  We decided to table this for now and revisit next October when we have better data from 2018 to evaluate the average number of boats that our lessee’s have registered on the lake. 

NEW BUSINESS

Committee discussed if a fishing boat/canoe/paddle boat with a trolling motor needed to be registered with Beaver Lake and or the State of NE.  
Currently the BLA handbook states:  Section V.C.e. 
Effective 1 January 2006, non-gas/diesel powered vessels XE “vessels” , (sail boats, canoes, paddle boats, row boats, etc.) are not subject to the Primary Boat Rule or required to have a Beaver Lake sticker but must have lot numbers affixed to both sides of the boat and must meet all State boating regulations. 
State of NE rules:  All vessels powered by a mechanical device capable of propelling the vessel, must be registered.   XE "boat" 

 XE “vessels”  XE "boat" 

 XE “vessels” 
We would like clarification from the Board on this to make sure we are on the same page.  The way we understand it based off the BLA hand book and the State Regs is if someone has a small fishing boat or canoe that has a trolling motor on it, they are required to have lot numbers and registered with the State of NE but they are not required to register it with Beaver Lake.  Does the board agree on this?   If so, this information should be included in any correspondence that is put out in the news letter.   
Adjourned:  9 pm.                                                 
Next meeting 7:00 pm on Tuesday November 7, 2017.
