Lake, Habitat and Fisheries Committee Minutes

April 10, 2018
Present:          




 
 Absent:

                          Brad McClatchey 
                                                                   Greg Page
Dave Battreal                                                       
Paul Tranisi                                                                                                 
                          Russ Parmer –Board Rep                                                              

                          Dob Neuhaus                    
Jim Wieringa                                                              
                                                                                 Dan O’Brien


OLD BUSINESS

2018 Fish Stocking Plan: 
$3000 – Wiper 4-6 inch most likely stocked in early May
$3000 – Walleye – 6-8 inch most likely stocked in the Fall

$2500 – Yellow Perch – 6-8 inch most likely stocked in the Fall

$1000 – Smallmouth Bass – size and timing will be based on availability

$500 – Set aside to use for structure or structure placement. 

All fish except Smallmouth will be purchased through Rob Hofpar – NE Lake Mgt.  Smallmouth will be through our same vendor as last year.  

Zebra Mussels – Committee continues to discuss options for helping to prevent Beaver Lake from getting Zebra Mussels.   We feel the most likely way we could get them in the lake is by boat.  Therefore, we continue to feel and want to stress the importance of monitoring the boats that are launched at the boat ramp.  We feel that by now, most current residents have the basic knowledge of Zebra Mussels, but we need to continue to educate the population to ensure any first-time boat or lot owners understand the potential dangers of Zebra Mussels.  
Our recommendations continue to be the same as they have in years past: 

1.  Increase the hours at the boat ramp during the time frame where Zebra Mussels are most dangerous (May 1st – Sept 30).  We recommend ½ hour before sunrise to ½ after sunset.  At a minimum, we feel like someone needs to be at the ramp on the weekends prior to the boats launching.  Most fisherman that fish on the weekends are launching boats around sunrise so we feel that ½ hour before sunrise on weekends is a must.  We have been told by several people that it’s not uncommon to have 10+ boats launched on a Saturday before anyone shows up at the ramp.  
2. All boats need to go through a quick evaluation to determine if they are at risk for carrying zebra mussels.  

We need to make sure boat ramp employees are properly trained to do full boat inspections, specifically looking for zebra mussels, standing water, and asking if their boat has been on any foreign waters.  We would be willing to put together a checklist to help, if need be.  

3. Make sure boat ramp employees are flagging any boats that are being registered from out of state to make sure they have the NE AIS sticker.  If they don’t, they should not be allowed to launch until it’s obtained. This sticker can be purchased on the NE Game and Parks website.   http://outdoornebraska.gov/boatingregistration/ 

4. We encourage any type of random inspections of boats and/or the ramp.  Potentially picking one day a week where a ramp employee visits the ramp after hours to ensure only legal boats are on the water. 
5.  Include the following Zebra Mussel awareness video on the home page of the Beaver Lake website so property owners can easily view:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abImqGDzXBo&t=2s
NEW BUSINESS

Committee reviewed the DCF draft from Troy/Jim regarding boat lift covers.  We support and agree with the DCF but would like to suggest to that we grandfather anyone who has a cover that won’t comply with the DCF as it’s written until their structure needs replaced or repaired.  At that point, they have to follow the new DCF. 
Committee discussed Troy’s suggestion of extending the jetties by the beach.  We fully support this idea and would even suggest a possible curve or “L” shape at the end to help contain the sand from the beach.  

Adjourned:  8:30 pm.                                                 
Next meeting 7:00 pm on Tuesday May 8, 2018.
