Winter 2011 Newsletter Articles

The Beaver Lake Association wants to remind everyone:  No Ice is Safe Ice!

Board President’s Message
Another year has slipped away. I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and is ready for the New Year. I hope that we receive a little less snow this winter. We had a wonderful fall with temperatures near perfect for fishing and just being outdoors here at the lake.

The year 2010 is history but the accomplishments in 2010 will last a long time. Lift station 12 needed a new electrical panel and lift station 14 had to be totally rebuilt at a cost of $105,000.  We took advantage of getting sixty loads of free dirt from a house being built and used it to make parking on Access Lot 3. On Reserve Lot 12 and Access Lot 9, we built  small parking lots with dirt we needed to dispose of from our silt ponds. Volunteers helped build three new docks and ten new picnic tables. Their efforts are much appreciated.

Dredging went well again this year. We are dredging in the southwest cove in an area that the old dredge could not accommodate. We are removing about seven feet of mud in this area. We will be dredging in this area again in 2011. 
This fall we put a two-inch asphalt overlay on Talmadge Road as well as overlays on areas of other roads that needed to be sealed before winter snow and rain do more damage. This year we will complete more overlays so that we do not lose any road to potholes.
This winter we will continue with our tree and brush removal if the snow does not get too deep. Some of our access lots need brush removed.

We have received our permit from the State of Nebraska for our Rural Water hook-up. With the permit in hand we should be able to complete the project by late spring or early summer.
The Beaver Lake Board is planning to add a third ramp at our boat launch area. We wanted to start the project this fall but were unable to rent the equipment. The plan is to start as soon as possible in the spring. The boat launch area now has two loading or unloading ramps and can get congested. That’s why we want an additional ramp. The Board determined that if our employees pour the concrete for the upper section and the Association buys five prefab concrete slabs for the lower or water end, the cost would be approximately $20,000. The new ramp will not diminish the parking area. The Board is also looking at ways to increase parking at the launch area.

Troy and the employees do a good job of keeping our costs down. They will be busy this winter getting everything ready for spring. A big thank you to all our employees for doing their jobs well in 2010.
Some of you may have read about zebra mussels in Zorinsky Lake and the base lake. If you put a boat in any other body of water, please air out all areas in the boat that hold water and let your boat dry in the sun for several days so you do not transport the pests to our lake. If zebra mussels infest our lake it will cause many problems that will cost you money. 
Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year

Ron Reineke

President, Board of Directors

Beaver Lake Association 
FROM THE PATROL UNIT OF SERGEANT REMUS

Winter is upon us so here are a few reminders to keep in mind in order to stay safe during the winter season.  Parking is prohibited on the road and road right-of-way.  During a snow event, vehicles found on the road or road right-of-way are subject to towing.

Low temperatures bring ice on the lake, which could mean the difference between having a good time and experiencing a disaster.  Please remember that any time you go onto the ice, you enter at your own risk.  Check the ice for thickness before planning any activities.  Even so, it is a good idea to have a safety line as well as a personal flotation device attached to you just in case.  If the worst should happen and you find yourself in the icy water, try to stay calm.  The more the body moves and struggles, the faster it looses body heat, which enables hypothermia to set in.  With water temperatures at 35 degrees, the body has approximately 10 to 15 minutes before the heart and brain start to feel the effects.  After that, there is loss of muscle control and consciousness becomes clouded and confused.  Within 40 to 50 minutes a person becomes unconscious.  SO NEVER GO OUT ON THE ICE ALONE.

Parking can be troublesome during the winter season, especially when we receive a measurable amount of snow.  Keep in mind that there is no parking on the road right-of-way over 24 hours and no parking if there is a removable amount of snow.  If parking is a must, park no closer to the roadway than the mailbox line.  This is done to allow safe passage for the snowplows.  The roads can also become extremely slick at times during the winter and having your vehicle parked along the right-of-ways increases your chances of having damage to your vehicle.

Please keep an eye on your animals if you are letting them out and make sure they stay on your property.  The Beaver Lake Association does not have a facility to house animals during extreme cold weather.  Therefore it’s a good chance that, if they are picked up, they will be taken directly the Nebraska Humane Society in Omaha.  This is an unneeded expense for everyone.

One last thing – Please keep your vehicles locked and you valuables out of sight.  Thieves target this area due to little or no lighting.  Most thefts that occur in this area are due to entry by way of unlocked vehicles.   

If you need to contact the deputy’s office my contact number is: Beaver Lake Deputy Office – 235-2243

For all other emergencies, call 911 or contact Cass County dispatch at 296-9370.

Thank you and be safe!

Sgt. Remus

Beaver Lake District     

2011 Board of Directors Election Reminder

This serves as your public notice of these important election dates.

Please keep these important dates in mind!

Friday, March 25, 2011

4:00pm

BLA Office


Final date and time for BLA property owners to declare candidacy for BLA Board of Directors

Thursday, April 21, 2011

7:30pm

Board Meeting – BLA Clubhouse


Board acceptance of candidates and three minute speeches by candidates

Sunday, May 15, 2011

3:00pm

Annual Meeting – BLA Clubhouse


Balloting closed at call to order of BLA Annual Meeting.


Election results announced prior to the close of the BLA Annual Meeting

**Please see the Beaver Lake Association Handbook for complete Election Procedures**
BEAVER LAKE DIRECTORY

The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary is planning a revision of the Beaver Lake Directory.  Many local businesses support the Directory through their ads.  If your business would like to buy advertising space, please contact either Connie Soukup, 235-3078 or Dee Spreitzer, 235-2359.  Land line #s will be included unless previously excluded.  Cell phone #s will be optional.  If you wish your cell phone # included please call either Connie or Dee.  Look for our revision coming this summer.  All property owners will receive a copy.

Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary Directory Committee

Ann Chaney, chairperson

Barb Webster, advisor

Kim Bremer


Barb Koester

Darlene Briscoe

Marlene Krof

Susan Casne


Dee Spreitzer

Ladies Auxiliary Childrens’ Easter Egg Hunt
The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary will hold their annual Easter Egg Hunt in partnership with the Murray/Beaver Lake Lions Club. The Hunt will take place in Murray.  Details will follow as the date comes closer.

Ladies Auxiliary Garage Sale

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 4, 2011.  The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary will hold their third annual Garage Sale at the clubhouse.  (This coincides with the annual garage sales here at the lake.)  Save your “throw-a-ways” for our sale.  Clean out your garage, attic, or basement.  We are unable to sell clothing, large pieces of furniture, appliances, or computer components.  More details to follow.

Ladies Auxiliary Halloween Party

The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary held their Children’s Halloween Party on October 31, 2010.  It provided sixty children with a good time.  Again, the much needed help came from our many area residents:  John Alexander, Adam Bohan, Alyssa Bohan, Bill Bohan, Sidney Bowers, Darlene Briscoe, Ed Briscoe, Nadine Burson, Lila Carter, Laura Casne, Susan Casne, Ann Chaney, Bill Chaney, David Clawson, Gwen Coldwell, Jerry Coldwell, Paula Croasdale, Margaret Damme, Sue Dedick, Laverne Ebner, Carol Goller, Meredith Grove, Janet Houston, Scott Houston, Patti Hunt, David Jensen, Larry Jensen, Dalton King, Gretchen King, Shannon King, Barb Koester, Cami Larson, Patty Loyd, Steve Loyd, Charlotte Mars, Jacob Morrison, Zeke Rouse, Kathy Schiemann, Rosi Schmidt, Katie Schroeder, Cathy Smith, Connie Soukup, Dick Spreitzer, Janet Toombs, Gene Volcek, Jean Volcek, Riley Webber, Judy Wimmer, our board members, and the association office.  Many thanks to all!!

A special thanks to Mary Braatz and Betty Hoscher for their many years of assistance at the Childrens’ Halloween party.  Their dedication to the children on Halloween night has really been appreciated.

Deanna (Dee) Spreitzer and Rick Croasdale

The Ladies Auxiliary is still looking for a young couple or couples to organize this Halloween party.  If you are raising your children here at the lake, this is a good time to hot the party.  You do not have to be an Auxiliary member.  The Ladies Auxiliary and the Association support the party and are here to offer assistance.  We need individuals with new ideas to keep up with our children and to provide them with a good time.  

Thank you.

Deanna (Dee) Spreitzer

Ladies Auxiliary Wine Tasting Party

The Beaver Lake Ladies Auxiliary held their Wine Tasting Party on October 22, 2010.  Superior Estates Winery from Superior, NE was the participating winery.  This classy event added almost three hundred dollars to our scholarship fund.  Thank you to all who attended and purchased the fine wine. 

Susan Casne, Chairman

BEAVER LAKE LADIES AUXILIARY 

2010 YEAREND REVIEW

The last activity, the Christmas Dinner Dance, is over; our year is complete.  Thanks to the 2010 officers we have completed good works and had happy times.  Darlene Briscoe, Secretary, entertained us with her witty minutes and informed with her thoroughness.  Dee Spreitzer, Treasurer, kept us fiscally responsible.  Dee also organized the Auxiliary garage sale and the children’s Halloween party.  Activities chairperson, Kim Bremer, planned and executed a varied and entertaining schedule of adventures.  Wine tasting at Slattery’s, Canoyer Nursery, Esther’s Resale Shop, jewelry making and bridal stories/gowns were some of our fun.  Our Scholarship chairperson, Susan Casne, has done an exemplary job funding and distributing our Beaver Lake scholarships.  The fall wine tasting event is the primary funding source.  Cathy Smith, our Sunshine chairperson, kept us informed on the well being of Beaver Lake residents and sent cards to express our concern.  Cathy also planned and set up our monthly breakfasts and lunches.  She has been the organizer of the Christmas Dinner Dance for several years.  Thank you all, again, for a job well done.

The Auxiliary looks forward to 2011 and plans have already begun for another successful year.  Only one officer change will occur and we welcome a new Activities chairperson, Lila Carter.  We look forward to her ideas.  Meetings are held the first Monday of the month, April through December.  Meeting times are either 1 PM or 7 PM, depending on the activity.  Hopefully even those who work days might be able to attend some of our activities.

Ann Chaney

Auxiliary President 


What’s happening at the Brush Burn Site
Another year has come and gone here at Beaver Lake and it’s time once again to close the brush burning site. The site will be closed as of January 5, 2011 and open up again in the spring on March 17, 2011. This will allow us time during the winter to burn the brush and prepare the site for opening in the spring. There has been an enormous amount of brush brought to the site which means a lot of cutting and cleaning has occurred out on the properties. This year at the site things have gone pretty well with the exception of a few people violating the rules. The fall time was excellent with the leaves being dropped off day after day. Only a few people left there plastic bags on site, everyone else dumped them out or used paper bags. Thank you to everyone for taking care of this area so it can remain in operation. As a reminder, do not discard of household garbage, paints, oils, chemicals, batteries, metal, drywall, insulation, or anything else harmful to the environment at this site. This area is under surveillance and you will be fined when you are caught in person or on camera. Please dispose of your items in a proper manner and location. Once again thank you for not abusing this area. We look forward to seeing each of you again in the spring.

Troy Weatherby

Managing Director 
Finance Report

With only one month left in 2010, our finances look very good.

· On the revenue side, we have billed out $2,045,381 which is $114,293 more than was budgeted. However, it does include the $59,477 that has been collected from the alternate water source assessment which was not initially budgeted.  We collected more than we expected from mowing charges ($14,707), meter hook-up fees ($11,500) and utility fees ($9,979).

· On the operating expense side, we have spent $1,583,210, which is $42,781 more than we budgeted.  Unexpected vehicle repairs ($21,646 over budget) and money spent on common areas ($14,367) were the major issues.

· Capital expenses are $4,778 more than we budgeted. The capital expense budget for 2010 was $370,542 (including a $40,000 carry-over from 2009).  Major capital projects this year included a retrofit of lift station #14 ($105,542) and blacktop overlays ($49,028).  The principle payments on the water plant were $131,949. 

· The bottom line, we are $17,344 better than plan for the first 11 months. 

· The Association is coming out of the economic downturn in pretty good shape. The past due accounts stand at $78,713 (87 property owners) however, this is down from $83,476 (116 property owners) at the end of 2009.  Thus far, we have had to write-off $24,730 for uncollectable accounts/bankruptcies. 

· On the balance sheet, Beaver Lake Association has roughly $250,000 in available cash and CD’s.  

Our manager, employees and board of directors have done a good job controlling expenses in 2010. Hopefully, December will be a good month and we can dodge those nasty blizzards that strain our budgets. 

Lou Soukup – Finance Committee Chairman 

FISHING CLUB NEWS

With the approaching ice fishing season upon us, I hope everyone had an enjoyable year on the lake.  Fishing seemed to be good again this year thanks in no small part to the continued fish stocking efforts of the Lake, Habitat and Fisheries Committee and the Board of Directors. I would like to thank all of the members of the Fishing Club that participated in our creel studies to give us an idea of the quantity and quality of fish being caught.

I hope you had the chance to attend our Pancake Feed on Dec. 5 this year.  It is always our last event of the year.  Looking forward to 2011, we have many activities planned once again.  Here is the schedule of our planned events:

April 16 – Largemouth Bass Tournament

April 30 – Crappie Tournament

May 14 – Largemouth Bass Tournament

May 21 – Carp Tournament

June 11 – Kid’s Fishing Derby

Aug 13 – Catfish Tournament

Sept 17 – Largemouth Bass Tournament

Oct 8 – Crappie Tournament

Oct 22 – Walleye Tournament

Oct 29 – Largemouth Bass Tournament

TBD – Club Fun, Fish and Fry Tournament, Lake clean-up days, Pancake Feed

Also as a reminder, our next meeting will be held on March 4.  We will hold officer elections at this meeting.  We have 4 positions up for election.  They are:  President, Vice President, Sec/Treasurer and Tournament Director.  They will all be for a 1 year term.  If you are interested in one of these offices, or would like to nominate someone else, get the names to me prior to our March meeting.  If you are not yet a member, I urge you to get signed up.  It only costs $20 per year for a family membership.  
Our meetings are held at the clubhouse on the first Thursday of the month from March – December.  Hope to see you there.

Dan O’Brien – President

9501 Eagle Ct

235-3371

dtobrien@windstream.net

A note from the Lake, Habitat, & Fisheries Committee

Attention Ice Fisherman:

· Remember, NO ice is safe ice.  Please take the necessary safety precautions when fishing.

· Anyone ice fishing must be accompanied by a Beaver Lake lot owner.

· We would like to remind everyone of the new Walleye limits:  4 fish between 15-19 inches OR 3 fish between 15-19 inches with one over 27 inches.  All fish between 19-27 inches are catch and release.

Beaver Lake Nature and Garden Club



Warm winter greetings to everyone! We had a wonderful fall this year. It was almost “picture perfect”. The days were sunny and mild, and the leaves were lovely.  There were plenty of ways to enjoy that great weather.  You might have taken a walk around the neighborhood, got in some late-season golf, checked out the Nature Preserve, cleaned up your gardens for the winter, played outside with the kids, or just sat around in the sunshine talking to friends.   But the snow will come eventually, if it isn’t here already, so enjoy any good weather that comes your way.
A great big THANKS to the group of 10 residents (Charlotte Mars, Don and Norma Houchin, Alec Glover, Peggy Mogensen, Lou and Connie Soukup, Kevin Smith, Dee Franks, and Rick Croasdale) who spent about 3 hours tidying up the Nature Preserve on October 2.  We trimmed out a lot of straggly trees and branches and cleaned up on the “patio” area.  The two cement eagles there were in need of cleaning, repair and painting.  With the help of Dee Franks, the Art Department at Plattsmouth Middle School is going to try their hand at refurbishing them.  Hopefully they will be ready for display in the spring.  
If you like keeping track of the birds that stay around here in the winter, you might want to think about participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) which takes place February 18 through February 21, 2011.  During last year’s count, participants nation-wide turned in more than 93,600 checklists, creating the continent's largest instantaneous snapshot of bird populations ever recorded. If you are interested in being a part of this, check out the GBBC website, where you can get more information. (http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/)
Plans are being formulated for an October 2011 “day trip” to the Hitchcock Nature Center in Honey Creek, Iowa to be a part of their HawkWatch.  This has not been finalized yet.  More information will be made available if, and when, all the details are worked out.
Remember, even though the calendar says its winter, it’s the perfect time to think about joining the Beaver Lake Nature and Garden Club.  We meet on the second Thursday of the month, April through October. Meetings this year will begin on April 14, 2011 at 7:00 in the Beaver Lake Clubhouse.  We look forward to seeing all our dedicated members at that first meeting, and hope to see new members, too.  If you like gardening or learning more about the wildlife that lives all around us, think about becoming a member. Beaver Lake Nature and Garden Club dues are $5.00 for the year.  
The membership form is on the BLA website under “Clubs”.  You can email Connie at cjsoukup@windstream.net for more information, send her the membership form and dues to 9402 Sterling Circle, Beaver Lake or just come to a meeting and join.
The dates and presentation topics for 2011 will be:

April 14, Bluebirds-Ron Eaton 

May 12, “Growing and Cooking with Herbs”- Cindy Brison 
June 9, Members’ Garden Walk

July 14, TBD

August 11, Pressed flowers-Charlotte Mars

September 8, TBD  

October 13-Members’ Pot-Luck Dinner 6PM

Hope to see you at the first meeting on April 14. Bring a friend or neighbor, and join us for a pleasant, yet informative, evening.
Beaver Lake Website
Winter 2011 Newsletter Article

Introduction:

The Beaver Lake Website is your official site for Beaver Lake news, announcements, want-ad posting, and archival information such as past minutes, newsletters, reports etc.    The Website Steering Group is approved by the Board of Directors and all articles and other information must be approved by the Board, or their representative. 

The steering group presently consists of Connie Soukup, Ron Byrd, Carol Goller, and Rick Croasdale as the webmaster.  We seldom meet, but when necessary, the meeting time and place will be posted as a news article on the website.  It will be an open meeting.

Want Ad Subcateory Error (adsubcat) Being Mitigated 

The Want Ad computer code was developed by a development site called Bazaar and legal for our use.  The main problem has been a bug which sometimes returns an adsubcat error enticing the placer to replace his/her ad.  This is not necessary since the ad does, in fact, go in correctly.

Another issue being worked is the long time it takes for the ad to be processed by the database causing a long delay before returning the user to the main page.  

To fix, or mitigate, these problems, Mrs. Carol Goller, our technical expert on the steering group, has been working on a fix which is presently in test.  It should be completed by the time you read this article.  If not, we will continue to work the problem until it is.  Thanks you for your patience.

New Want Ad Feature:  To be sure the web site users are notified of want ad postings, a news article announcement will be posted each time a new want ad is posted.  You will have to go to the want ad section to see the ad however. 

Reminder:  If you have problems not receiving the Accuweather.com icon or getting it to work, remember you need the Adobes Shockwave Flash Object as an add-on in Internet Explorer.  Most systems have this enabled as a default.  To check this, in Internet Explorer, go to tools, manage Add-ons and select Enable-Disable Add-ons to check if it is installed.  If not, you may need to install Adobe flash reader from the www.adobe.com website

Important Articles:

The website has just posted the Nov 2010 version of the handbook.  Other important articles include the access lot summary, the appeals and variance forms, and the request form procedures.  Visit the news article section to see them.

What’s Coming Up:

The History of Beaver Lake article is being updated and should be out in January.  The links to the article are on the home page just under the picture.

Likewise, the Nature Trail article is still in the works.

The Ladies’ Auxiliary 2011 schedule has been posted on their page under clubs as well as the Nature Club’s schedule.

Website Usage:

The graph below shows the usage through 7 September 2010.  As you can see, the number of hits in August shows the beginning of the fall decrease as the summer season draws to a close.  Since inception, there have been 132966 visits, up 2694 since this time last quarter.  That’s about 30 visits per day which is lower than average for our site even for the fall when activity slows down.  
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In Closing:  

The beaverlakene.org website is yours to use.  If you have any recommendations or things you would like to see added, please email them to info@beaverlakene.org 

Thanks

John (Rick) Croasdale, Webmaster  

